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Delhi’s seventh 
biodiversity park, which is 
coming up next to DND Flyway 
on the Yamuna floodplain, will 
get a “constructed wetland 
system” by next month, which 
will purify the wastewater from 
nearby residential colonies 
before it enters the river. 
 

The South Biodiversity 
Park was approved by Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA) in 
April 2019 following orders of 
National Green Tribunal. DDA 
plans to purify sewage coming 
from nearby residential colonies, 
the biggest being Kilokri, 
through a natural process it has 
perfected at Neela Hauz Lake, 
which is the authority’s biggest 
success story in the exercise of 
restoring and rejuvenating 
waterbodies in the capital. 
 

Rajeev Kumar Tiwari, DDA’s principal commissioner (horticulture), recently told 
TOI that Neela Hauz was a success story and the agency was replicating the model at 
South Biodiversity Park. “Work has started and the wetland is being created. Almost 
60% of the work is complete and we are expecting to complete it by April,” he added. 
 
 

Explaining the procedure carried out at Neela Hauz Lake, Tiwari said, “At Neela 
Hauz, primary and secondary treatment of water is carried out. First there is a 
retention tank, where a lot of effluent and dirt is collected. The water then passes 
through boulders and stones, which causes turbulence and oxidation and a layer of 
microbes and aerobic bacteria is formed. This works as a natural media and purifies 
the water.” 

 
“In the end, we put plants for biomediation, which absorb heavy metals. This is 

how the water quality is improved,” added Tiwari. 
 
The biodiversity park is being developed over 115 hectares on the western 

bank of the Yamuna, where nine drains dump sewage. A part of it is also being used 
for dumping waste. DDA also plans to develop a recreational area there. An initial cost 
of Rs 2 crore was estimated for the project in 2019 and it is expected to be completed 
by 2024. 

 
A senior official said that the South Biodiversity Park was created after 

professor CR Babu, professor emeritus at Delhi University and head of Centre for 
Environmental Management of Degraded Ecosystems (CEMDE), gave an action plan to 
DDA regarding it. 

 



“After receiving the action plan, we informed the monitoring committee in a 
meeting, in which officials of South Delhi Municipal Corporation were also present. The 
project’s primary aim is to clean the quality of water in the area. The water quality at 
this location is very bad, which will be cleaned by professor Babu and his team 
through the constructed wetland system,” said the official. 

 
CEMDE has been working on Delhi’s six other biodiversity parks too, which 

include Yamuna Biodiversity Park, Tughlaqabad Biodiversity Park, Tilpath Valley, 
Aravalli Biodiversity Park, Neela Hauz Lake and Kamala Nehru Ridge. “We will also 
remove hyacinth, which is the only way to improve water quality,” said the official. 

 
This is the first time that a constructed wetland system is being built on the 

river. If the project is successful in cleaning wastewater naturally, the system can be 
replicated for other rivers too. 
 


