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Activists of various organisations in Odisha’s Ganjam district came 
togetherto form the ‘Nadi Surakhya Manch’ (River Protection Forum) on 
Sunday to save rivers from degradation. 

 
The organisation took shape during a meeting convened by the Forum fr 

Ganjam, Mahanadi Bachao Andolan and Aryabhatta Foundation in Berhampur. 
It was attended by representatives from different parts of the district as well 
as retired engineers of the irrigation department. 

 
“Initially we have decided to take up an awareness drive among people 

living on the banks of the rivers regarding the degradation or riverbeds in the 
recent past due to human activites.” Said Sudhir Raut, converner of the 
Manch. A booklet describing scientific details about deterioration of the rivers 
in Ganjam district will be published. 
 

Indiscriminate sand lifing, overgrowth of weeds on riverbeds and 
increasing shallowness of riverbeds along with rise in water pollution were 
major issues discussed during the meeting. The Rushikulya river. Its 
tributaries and the Bahuda river crisscross Ganjam district. 
 

According to retired engineer T. Ganesh, due to indiscriminate sand 
lifting, the remnant clay on riverbeds is providing scope for growth of various 
wild weeds. The rivers in Ganjam district do not have adequate perennial flow 
of water. Sand lifting and overgrowth of weed is a major reason behind 
increase inflash flood situations, he said. 
 

Convenor of the Mahanadi Bachao Andolan, Sudarshan Dash, advocated 
major plantations to be taken up at hills from where the rivers originate. The 
Rushikulya starts from Rushyamala hills in Kandhamal district while the 
Bahuda river begins from the Ramgiri-region of Gajapati district. “Both these 
hilly regions have started to become tree-less because of human activity, said 
Mr. Raut. 
 

The Manch has urged the government and the administration to be strict 
against illegal sand lifters, form small check dams on rivers to increase use of 
water as well as groundwater recharging, dredging on riverbeds at requ9ired 
points to streamline the flow at the middle rather than at sides that increases 
erosion.  
 
 
 
 

 


