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The National Green Tribunal 
on Wednesday directed the Uttar 
Pradesh Pollution Control Board to 
initiate prosecution proceedings 
against 124 industrial units mainly 
on the banks of Hindon and also 
near Kali and Krishna for releasing 
highly toxic pollutants into the 
rivers. Of these, 30 factories have 
been ordered to shut down 
completely while many others have 
been served show-cause notices. 
The board has been given 60 days’ 
time to the comply with the 
tribunal’s order. 

 
The orders were issued by 

NGT’s principal bench headed by 
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel while 
hearing a petition filed by an NGO, 
Doaba Paryavaran Samiti (DPS), in 
October 2014. 

 
The tribunal also asked the 

Union and state governments to 
start a special health scheme for 
people affected by contaminated 
water and also consider providing 
jobs to those rendered disabled. 
The offending industrial units would 
be liable for prosecution at the 
special court in Lucknow for 
violating Section 44 of The Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974, it said.  

 
“The action against the industries is part of a graded revival proposal 

for Hindon river. Earlier, the tribunal had passed several orders like setting 
up of a committee to test water in Hindon and other rivers for heavy metals, 
sealing of handpumps spewing contaminated water and making provision for 
potable drinking water for villagers. But the ground reality hasn’t changed 
and people residing in villages along Kali, Krishna and Hindon rivers continue 
to suffer,” said advocate Gaurav Kumar Bansal, representing petitioners at 
NGT. 

 



The rivers Hindon, Krishna and Kali flow through seven districts—
Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddh Nagar, Shamli, Saharanpur, Baghpat, 
Muzaffarnagar and Meerut. These rivers ultimately join the Yamuna. 

 
Of the 124 polluting industries, Ghaziabad has 69, Gautam Budh Nagar 

32, Muzaffarnagar 12, Saharanpur 9, Meerut 1 and Baghpat 1. 
 
“While most of these industries have been detected to be discharging 

untreated effluents into the rivers, at least eight of them have been found to 
be extracting groundwater from contaminated borewells,” a senior officer at 
the regional office of UPPCB, Gautam Budh Nagar, said. “We are awaiting the 
order and will take action as directed by NGT today,” A K Tiwari, regional 
officer, UPPCB, Ghaziabad, said. 

 
Speaking to TOI, Chandraveer Singh, president, Doaba Paryavaran 

Samiti, said, “I had filed a petition in NGT highlighting the plight of Gangnauli 
village in Baghpat where a large number of residents were found to be 
suffering from cancer and bone deformities, among other ailments, because 
of high level of toxicity in Krishna river. Several tests conducted by 
government-approved labs corroborated this. Not just Gangnauli, hundreds 
of villages situated on the banks of these rivers in half-a-dozen districts are 
facing this problem. Today’s order will have far-reaching consequences and 
will certainly make life better for people in these villages.” 

 
“If allegations against these industries are proven true, their 

owners/managers will have to face a minimum imprisonment of 18 months 
that can extend up to six years,” said advocate Bansal. 
 
 


