
Rate waterbodies close to your home on mobile app 
 
The Times of India, New Delhi, Dated : March 22, 2021 
 

 Ahead of the World Water Day, Delhiites will now be able to rate the health 
scrore of any waterbody they visit, thanks to a mobile application developed by a 
Delhi-based NGO. People can choose rate the waterbody on different parametres, like if 
the waterbody stinks, if it looks visibly clean, whether sewage flows into it or there are 
any encroachments around it. 

 
The real-time ‘health’ score of the waterbody will keep changing over time, 

depending on public ratings. The NGO says this can allow the government to monitor 
its progress and identify waterbodies requiring the most work on ground. 

 
The application has been developed by members of the NGO Centre for Youth 

Culture Law and Environment (Cycle India), taking assistance of two students from the 
Dronacharya College of Engineering – Yogesh Yadav and Nikhil Kumar. The NGO, along 
with the RWA of Jhuljhuli village in southwest Delhi, had similarly developed a ‘health’ 
index for 1,009 waterbodies across the capital last year. Each waterbody was mapped 
through geo-coordinates provided by the Delhi Parks and Gardens Society and each 
given a score from 0 to 7, where 7 was the healthiest. 

 
Paras Tyagi, co-founder of the NGO, said the application was in the works since 

last year, soon after the health card was released. Tyagi says the idea is to monitor the 
progress in reviving waterbodies, with public interactions to bring to light the ones in a 
terrible condition. 

 
“As the health index keeps getting updated, those whose rating is dropping can 

indicate a deterioration in its condition. Similarly, those which are improving on the 
index can show progress in terms of the water quality or its overall protection,” said 
Tyagi, adding that they plan to approach Delhi government soon to popularise the app. 

 
Deepak Yadav, a coordinator at Cycle India, said the app also allows people to 

use the geo-coordinates to identify waterbodies nearby. “We want the government to 
make the application popular as it will only benefit them,” Yadav said. 

 
In the exercise carried out last year, no waterbody in Delhi could get a rating 

higher than four. Several waterbodies, in fact, had received a negative rating on the 
health index, indicating encroachment or presence of construction on their area. 

 
The analysis last year had also found only 327 of these water bodies had water 

through the year, while 345 were dry and fully bereft of water. Another 302 had been 
given negative health ratings because they were found to have been partially or 
completely encroached upon. Among the prominent ponds, Naini, Sanjay and Bhalswa 
lakes had scored 4 on the index. The Mehrauli (Kishangarh) Lake was given a score of 
2.5, while Khirki Lake scored 2. The waterbodies at Rajokri and Hauz Khas were scored 
3.5 on the index. 
 
 


