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being

tilled up with raw sewage water from drain
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New Delhi: Satpula Lake in
south Delhi was listed in
2021 as one of the 1,040 wet-
lands to be rejuvenated by
Delhi govt’s wetland authori-
ty. However, raw sewage
water is now being pumped
into it for over a month from
a large drain in Khirki near
Saket court.

The lake, covering 3.08
acres in official records, is si-
tuated inside a park of Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA). During a visit, TOI fo-
und that the lake was getting
filled with murky and stin-
king water being sent to it
through frothy streams that
originated from a tank linked
tothelargedrain.

“Tt’s nullah water, the lake
is being filled for over a
month now. Sometimes the
stink is high, it often makes

.our skin itch,” said a mainte-

nance worker clearing the la-
ke bed as the aim is to fill up
the lake soon. The pumping

of untreated sewageisalsole-
ading to sludge deposition
and groundwater contamina-
tion, among others.

The tank from which the
water was being pumped to-
wards the lake through a
small plantation is part of a
newly built sewage treat-
ment plant (STP). Although it

seemed not to be working,
operators at the spot claimed
otherwise. “The water is well
treated using the new STPR,”
claimed an official, even as
the stinking grey water was
producing froth and deposi-
ting sludge at the edge of the
lake. Thesame water wasalso
beingused toirrigatethenew

s L 7 S Ty SR £ VR e Ao Ry R LT A P At
GOING DOWN THE DRAIN: The lake is among 1,040 waterbodi
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es listed by Delhi govt’s wetland authority for notification and preservation in 2021

plantation there.

Some other officials, ho-
wever, said the STP had not
yet been commissioned and
was in the trial phase.

No reply was available
from DDA.

In the past, similar condi-
tions were noticed at some
otherlakes or pondslike Bha-

i

laswa Lake and in Japanese
Park in Sector 10 Rohini. The
water rejuvenating them had
very high fecal coliform level,
amark of untreated sewage.
Despite listing 1,040 wa-
terbodies for notification and
preservation in 2021, not a
single one has been recogni-

sed inthree years.
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