
Pollution level in Yamuna 
on tise, treatment affected 

. TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: The level of ammonia 
pollution in the Yamuna is on the ri
se because of which the Wazirabad 
water treatment plant (WTP) has re
duced its processing capacity .by 
50%, Delhi Jal Board (DJB) officials 
have said. 

''As the level of ammonia is more 
thanlppm, we had toreduceproduc
tion capacity at the Wazirabad water 
treatment plant. We are hoping that 
the situation improves in the next 
one or two days,' a senior DJB offici
al said on Wednesday. 

At present, water treatment 
plants are forced to shut down wh n 
ammonia levels exceed th ir proce -
sing capacit)z 

For the last three day , the am
monia level is on average b tw n 
3ppm to 1.7ppm. DJB is unabl t tr -
at raw water having more than Ippm 
of ammonia 

Sources said a wall between two 
drains - DD6 and DD8 - has bro
ken, which is allowing dirty water 
to mLx with the river water. This 
was increasing the ammonia level 
at Wazirabad. 

The pollution has happened for 
the last three days; but no official 
alert has been issued by DJB on the 
matter, which is not the usual practi· 

ce for the agency. 
The problem is likely to affect 

VIP areas of NDMC, Delhi and south 
Delhi. 

DJB is responsible for supplying 
potable water to Delhi, for which it is 
dependent on the supply of raw wa
ter received through the drains of 
the Yamuna, which passes through 
territory in Haryana. 

For the past few days, the arnmo
nia level in the river has fluctuated 
frequently causing problems for 
DJB. High levels of ammonia Inean 
alargequantityof untreated indu t 
rial chelnicals and sewage has ente
r d the river and polluted the raw 
water supply chain. 

An increase in ammonia in th 
Yamuna has been noticed earl ier too 
du t wh ich production of dxinkin 
wat r at various water treatment 
plant got adversely affected. Sine 
la t year. the water utility ha b n 
compi ining about high lev I of 
ammonia in the Yamuna from th 
Haryana bord l~ 

The reason for the latest bout f 
water pollution - the wall breach 
that ha leaked impurities into the 
river - has happened \1 here dirty 
water is generat din Haryana. La t 
month. too, the ammonia levels in
creased cau ing problems for the 
common man. 
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