DDA told to form special purpose vehicle for Yamuna rejuvenation
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The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Thursday directed the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to constitute within two weeks a special purpose vehicle for
rejuvenation of the Yamuna.

“The functions of such entity will include ecological restoration of the floodplain
zones, setting up of biodiversity parks, artificial wetlands, phytoremediation of drains
at the river mouth locations, maintaining the vigil land undertaking flow
measurement, creating ecological services, removing encroachments and undertaking
other activities, including river front development,” a Bench headed by NGT chief
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel said.

"It may also take steps to attract and educate the citizens and nature
enthusiasts for activities, including building environmental temper amongst citizenry,
without in any manner causing any damage to the floodplains,” it said

The Bench also directed the State governments of Delhi, Haryana and U.P. to
take expeditious action pertaining to sewage management, industrial pollutants and
solid waste that gets discharged into the river.

The CPCB was directed to issue notice to entities that were accountable to pay
compensation. In cases of non-compliance, the pollution monitoring body was asked
to move the NGT.

The green panel also directed the Delhi government to set up an Integrated
Drain Management Cell, to be headed by the Chief Secretary, for remediation and
management of all drains in the city.




