Rain brings more chaos than comfort in Ggn
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Gurgaon: Office-goers, stu-
dents headed for an exam and
flyers travelling for work meets
— ‘Monday blues’ for them ca-
me on the road as they battled a

‘maze of challenges that freak
weather and shaky infrastruc-
ture had hurled at them.

Aroad cave-in here, aflooded
street there and a stretch block-
ed by anuprooted tree somewhe-
reelse—there were hurdles eve-
rywhere that strong winds and
73.5mm of rain early in the mor-
ning brought in their wake. Ro-
ads in several areas developed
craters. There were cave-ins aro-
und IFFCO Chowk on the Delhi-
Gurgaon expressway, Sheetla
Mata Road, Atul Kataria
Chowk, Basai and Palam Vihar,
among others. The service lanes
of Delhi-Gurgaon expressway
andseveral internal stretchesin
Sushant Lok, South City, Palam
Vihar and Gold Course road we-
re under knee-deep water, Stuck
on theroad for hours, people we-
re late to reach office, students
got held up for their exams and
several cancelled flights turned
anightmare for travellers.

Although the rain brought
relief from the punishingspells

WATER WORLD:Complaints about waterlogging and snarls started pouring in from as early as 6.30am
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of heatwave, there was no op-
portunity to soak in the com-
fort. Dharm Veer Singh had left
his Sector 82 home an hour in
advance to reach his son Dipen
to the exam centre in Sector 54.
Dipen had his computer scien-
ce paper for CBSE X boards.
“There were traffic jams
everywhere — the Kherki Dau-
la toll, IFFCO Chowk and Golf
Course Road. Police, too, could
not do much. My son was 25 mi-
nutes late for his exam. One of
his friends waded through wa-

ter to reach the centre, another
hitched a ride. Many of them
were 25-30 minutes late,” said
Singh, president of Mapsko Ca-
sabella RWA. “Why don’t MCG
and GMDA act in advance?”

It wasn’t easy for travellers
either. Priyanka Sidana, who
works with Hero MotoCorp,
was stuck on theroadforalmost
two hours. Her ordeal was far
from over even when she rea-
ched the airport. “My first
flight to Pune got cancelled. I
then booked an alternative

flight, which also got delayed by
three hours. I booked a third
flight, which was again three
hours late. Half the day was
wasted in this. I finally boarded
an eveningflight,” she told TOL

The Gurgaon administra-
tion did issue an advisory, as-
king corporate houses and pri-
vate offices to allow employees
to work from home. But by the
time it did, the city was already
much on the move.

For those working from ho-
me, it wasn't any better. There

were power cuts in several sec-
torsand the internet wasfeeble,
Thesquall toppled trees aro-
und the city —around 150, by es-
timates—on Monday morning.
Most of these were at green
belts or landscaped areas. Ex-
perts said thishad likely happe-
ned because therootsof treesin
landscaped areas are not as
strong as they receive inadequ-
ate nutrients because of con-
cretisation around them.
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