Record rain turns B'luru into
water world, city put on alert
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Bengaluru: Overnight tor-
rential rain reduced one of
Bengaluru's marquee tech
corridors — Marathahalli-
Sarjapur Outer Ring Road
(ORR)— and Bellandur to a
complete mess, causing in-
convenience to tens of thou-
sandsof peopleinastinging
commentaryonthecivicap-
athy of the nataka gov-
ernment ‘the local mu-
nicipal administration.

As per the IMD report on
Tuesday, Bengaluru record-
ed itshighestsingle-day rain-
fall in August in 24 hours —
162.1mm — since August 27,
1890. The department has is-
sued ayellow (heavy rainfall)
alert in Bengaluru Urban
district for Wednesday and
Thursday too.

Three lakes— Bellandur,
Varthur and Nallurahalli —
overflowed and around 400
cars parked in basements of

Resldents usea boat after heavy rain lashed Bengaluru on mesday

apartmentsaround Nallura-
halli lake were submerged.
The rains left many key
roads unmotorable. There
was a five-hour traffic jam
outside RmZ Ecospace in
Bellandur, while lack of
movement was described as
the reason for the death of
85-year-old Srinivasan Ram-
arao. While it took about 20
minutes for Ramarao’s fam-
ily tobring him to the gate of
their apartment, flooded
roads caused a long delay in

theambulance arriving.
Whilethelate Monday ev-
ening announcement of sch-
00] closures took many insti-
tutions by surprise, some
were quick to announce onli-
neclasses for higher grades.
Worried citizens made at
least 15 calls to the fire and
emergency department,
which pressed 20 fire ten-
dersintoservicein HSR Lay-
out, BTM Layout, Bellandur,
Sarjapur, Whitefield and

surrounding areas.
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