
Signs ofrecovery as biochemical oxygen
demanddips in Najafgarh drain in 6 mths
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New Delhi: Concerted efforts to improve the
quality of waterflowingintheNajafgarh drain
have started showing concreteresultswith the
biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) witnes-

singa consistent declineinthepastsixmonths.
According to an analysis carried out

by Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), the BODlevels have registered a va-

riation of almost 30 per cent since the agen-

cies started the desilting of Najafgarh
drain. Officials added that the BODlevels at
two spots in the Yamuna — near theinter-
state bus terminal and before Okhla barra-
ge — too have recorded a decline of 21
and 25%respectively.

Biochemical oxygen demand is the
amount of oxygen consumed in onelitre of

water by microorganismswhile they oxidise
the entire organic matter present in it at a
specified temperature.

The BODlevel in Najafgarh drain was

recorded at 75 in August 2022, which fell
down to53 in January. Similarly, theBOD le-
vels in the YamunaatISBT and Okhla(after
confluence of Shahdara drain) were regis-
tered at 48 and 75, respectively, in August,
while itcame down to 38 and 56 in January.

Officials said the reduction of BODis the

sign of self-healingpowerof theriverandthe

 

File photo

eeee| ee

Ey ee ae

Lieutenant governor VK Saxenais closely
monitoring the rejuvenation work
 

drain. The standard for BOD is 3mg/1orless
forriverand30mg/1fordrain.

Officials said following the insistence of
lieutenant governorVK Saxena,whois close-

ly monitoringtherejuvenation work,the irri-
gation andfloodcontroldepartmenthadstar-
ted the desilting work of the drain in August
2022. The agencies had also started tapping
the sub-drains and feeder drains falling into
the drainfrom Novemberlast year.

Asperthe data, 80,000 cubic metres or 1.3

lakh metric tonnes (MT)ofsilt has been re-
moved from the drain since August 2022.
While 50,000 cubic metres (80,000 MT) was
 

   

Times Viev
he improvement ofwaterquality in the
Najafgarh drain is heartening and shows

whatis possible with the right efforts. There are
manyotherdrains in the city. Hopefully, similar
improvements can be carried out in them.

removed using the conventional desilting
through departmental resources, 30,000 cu-
bic metres (48,000 MT) was scrapped thro-

ughthepartial gravitational technique.
Officials said that ‘partial gravitational de-

silting’, a sustainable andcost- effective con-
cept, was extensively used for dredging the
ports of Gujarat and thesame was deployed in
Najafgarh drainfor betterresults.

“Tn the last five years, the annual avera-
ge desilting done in Najafgarh drain was
about 60, 000 cubic metresor 90,000 MT,”sa-
id an official.

Anotherofficial said there are at least 44
subandfeederdrains that need to be tapped to
stop theflowof untreatedsewageinto theNa-
jafgarh drain, While 12 such drainshavealre-
adybeen tapped,six are likély to betapped by
theendof January. :

The54-kmlongdrainoriginatesfrom Najaf-
garh lake andjoins the Yamuna downs’ f-
Wazirabad while travelling through South-

West, West, North-West and North districts. f

nwda.gov.in

https://www.nwda.gov.in



