‘Hi-tech season for farming,
kisan drones set for takeoff
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New Delhi: The Budget has
given a big technology push
to the farm sector, proposing
delivery of hi-tech servicesto
farmers in PPP (public-pri-
vate partnership) mode and
use of ‘kisan drones’ to aid
them in various activities.
“Use of kisan drones will
be promoted for crop assess-
ment, digitisation of land re-
cords, spraying of insecti-
cides, and nutrients,” fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said while pre-
senting the Budget. The gov-
ernment has recently issued
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) for use of
drones in the farm sector.
Though the Centre has in-
creased agricultural credit
target to Rs 18 lakh crore for
the 2022-23 fiscal from Rs 16.5
lakh crore in the current fis-
cal,thebudget for theagricul-
ture ministry as a share of
the total Budget has declined
from 3.7% in 2021-22t03.3% in
2022-23. If the allied ministry
of fisheries, animal husband-
ry and dairy is included, the
sharefell from 3.8% t03.5%.
Promoting chemical-free
natural farming starting
with farmers’ lands close to
the Ganga, post-harvest val-
ue addition, consumption
and branding of millet prod-
ucts, funds with blended capi-
tal to finance agriculture
startups and rural enterpris-
es, and implementation of
Ken-Betwariver interlinking
project are the other thrust
areas of the Budget for the
farm sector.
The Ken-Betwa project
will be implemented at an es-
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funds for NREGA located Rs 1,400 crore in 2022-
23 for the project.
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allocation for 2021-22, even
though the actual expenditure in
the current fiscal has gone up to
around Rs 1lakh crore, While the
allocationis settobeseenasa
reductioninthe budget of

the job guarantee programme,
which has been amajor safety
net for the poor and migrant
labour during the pandemic,
italsoindicates the government
is hopeful that demand under
the programme will come down
inthe coming months.
Expenditure under the scheme
this year overshot its allocation
midway through the
implementation period, forcing
the government to make
additional funds available. vy

timated cost of Rs 44,605
crore in the water-starved
Bundelkhand region of Mad-

“Draft DPRs (detailed project
reports) of five river links,
namely Damanganga-Pinjal,
Par-Tapi-Narmada, Godava-
ri-Krishna, Krishna-Pennar
and Pennar-Cauvery, have
been finalised. Once a consen-
sus is reached among benefi-
ciary states, the Centre will
provide support for imple-
mentation,” said Sitharaman.
Though chemical-free
farming will be promoted
throughout the country, the
focus will be on farmers’
landsin 5km wide corridors
alongthe Ganga initially.
Since 2023 is the Interna-
tional Year of Millets, the
Centre has proposed post-
harvest value addition, en-
hancing domestic consu-
mption, and branding of
millet products nationally

and internationally.
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