Yamuna More Polluted In

nwda.gov.in

Dec Than It Was In Jan

2022 SHOCKER: Untreated Domestic Sewage Major Reason

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The condition of
the Yamuna worsened thro-
ugh 2022 with theriver being
more polluted in December
than it was in January:

According to data from
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee’s monthly re-
ports, the presenceof faecal
coliform in the Yamuna al-
so increased last year. Fae-
cal coliform is found in ex-
creta that contaminates wa-
ter through untreated se-
wage. This depicts that
untreated sewage continu-
estoflow in theriver.

The level of dissolved
oxygen (DO), which is amar-
ker of presence of life in the
river, remained nil and bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD) also increased. BOD
is the minimum oxygen re-
quired for a river to decom-
pose organic matter. Compa-
red with the ideal range of
3-5units, it was60unitsin Ja-
nuary and 73 in December:

The worst pollution in
the river occurred between
Wazirabad and ISBT Bridge.
By thetimetheriver reached
thecity’s exit point in Asgar-
pur, the pollution level had
risen exponentially While
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theriver showed signs of life
at its entry at Palla Station,
levels of DO decreased as it
crossed the city.

A comparison of the ri-
ver’s water quality in Janu-
ary, August and December
showed that by the time the
Yamuna exited the city, the
faecal coliform levels had
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reached 1,360 times higher
than the desirable limitand
at least 272 times higher
than the standards.

The river, while ente-
ring the city, had DO hove-
ring between eight and 10,
BOD around two units and
the faecal coliform level
around 1,000 to 1400 units -

all within limits. After the
river crossed ISBT Bridge,
DO becamenil, BOD increa-
sed from 2-3 units to around
50 units, and the faecal coli-
form level increased by
over 2,00,000 units. By the ti-
me theriverreached Asgar-
pur, the faecal coliform le-
vel and BOD doubled while
DO becamenil.

Recently, National Green
Tribunal had expressed its
dissatisfaction with the work
done so far to control pollu-
tion in the river. It also for-
med a new committee under
LG. However, experts assert
that it's the flow of the river
that holds the key to rejuve-
nation. They blame untrea-
ted domestic sewage as a ma-
jor reason behind the river’s
increasing pollution load.

“Flow is the basis of the
Yamuna rejuvenation, but
since the revival of the flow
is not part of this new com-
mittee formed, it is difficult
to anticipate its success...E-
very year, it's the same story.
The Yamuna rejuvenation is
not just about water quality
but also about biodiversity,
people involved, floodplain
restoration and the river’s
flow upstream and down-
stream,” said environmenta-
list Manoj Mishra.
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