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Ith the Yamuna 
waler level In 
the dly 10uch. 

ing a GO'year high on Wed. 
nesday, Chief Minister AI. 
vind KeJriwal urged the 
Centre to ensure that the 
level does not rise: fwther. 
By Wednesday midnlghl, 
the river was nowing al 
208.13 metres, which Is the 
highest .. ecorded level 
since 1963. 

Addressing . press con 
ference on Wednesday. the 
CM urged people living in 
areas close to the river to 
evacuate their houses 
immedialely. 

Several pans of the dty 
dose to the river, such as 
Monastery Market, Yamu
na Bazar, Ceeta Ghat and 
the stretch from Majnu Ka 
Tilla to Wazjrabad, were 
flooded on Wednesday. Ov
er 16,500 people were 

evacuated from nood·.f· 
feeled areas till Wednesday 
night, • Delhi governmenl 
official said. 

In a lener to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
the CM requested thaI "the 
water from Hathnilrund 
barrage in Haryana (up
stream of Delhil ),. re

leased funD the Yamuna] at 
a limited sJXe:d-, pointing 
out thai the capital is set to 
host the G-20 Summit in a 
few ,,-.e\:s. 

The CM said soon after 
writing to Mr. Shah, Union 
Jal Shakti Minister GaJ.n. 
dra Singh Shelthawat con· 
tacted him and said there 
was no (adliry to stop wa
ter at the Hathnilcund Bar· 
rage. "However, he said 
lhal less water is: now flaw
ing down from Himachal 
Pradesh and that the sina· 
don will impro\'e in about a 
day; Mr. Kejnwal said. 

The Yamuna's water It-
vel has ),.en rising steadOy 
since heavy rain lashed 

River records 
highest-ever water 
level since 1963 
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People In flood·affected 
Yamuna Bazarln east Deihl 
shifting to sarer arl!as With 
their betongings. 
SUSHIL KUMAAVER'4A 

nOM India on july 8·9. It 
breached the 'danger 
mark' of 205.33 meues on 
Monday evening. 8y 11 
p.m. on Tuesday. it had 
swollen to 206.83 metres. 
The Delhi government Is in  
the process of evacuating 
close 10 41,000 people liv
ing cJose 10 the river. 

Ra . g river brings back 
memories of 1978 tragedy 

'Flow to reduce' 
The waler released from 
Hathnlkund Barrage feli 
from 3.59 lakh cusecs at II 
a.m. on Tuesday to 1,47 
lakh cusecs at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday. -The water re
leased from the barrage 
lakes 36-n hours to reach 
Oe.lhi. So, even as less wa
ter is being released now, it 
will rake some time before 
the river now in the capital 
is affected," an official said. 

PWD Minister Atlsht 
said the embanlcments 
along the river are being 
strengthened to prevent 
them from giving way to 
the river, which is in spate. 

Ueutenanl-Govemor V. 
K. Saxena said variow Na· 
donal DIsaster Response 
Force (NORF) teams have 
been deployed in the af· 
feaed areas and thaI assis
Wlce will be extended to 
all a1feaed persons. 

Satvlka Mahalan 
NEW DELHI 

As parts of Delhi grapple 
with nooding and residents 
of low·lying areas tty 10 
keep their heads above wa
ter, Sunita Sood, 73, knows 
how difficuil things can geL 
Ms. Sood has fir.;l·hand ex· 
perience of what it is like 10 
be kept apan from your fa
milyand home by nooding. 

She was one orthe scores 
or residents who saw it all 
happen before their eyes 
when murky, smelly water 
spilled into homes and 
roads of Delhi in 1978. 

As a turbulent Yamuna 
menacing1y advanced to
wards the city on Wednes� 
day, the events of the faleful 
September Stoned playing 
in Ms. Sood's mind all over 
again. Back in 1978, she was 
a young dOC1or and mother 
of a one-year-old baby. "I 
was working with tlle Holy 
Family Hospital In Okhla al 
the time. There was chaos 
everywhere as patients 

An aerial \!Ii!w of a flood·hlt Delhi In 1978. fME HIHOUNICHI'IES 

waded thmugh a sea of pro
blems. So many staffer.; had 
10 spend lheir nights in the 
hospital," she recalls. 

To make matters worse, 
her husband Prabhal Kamal 
Sood was stuck in Roorkee 
with neighbouring Uttar 
Pradesh, too, submerged. 

"I was doing a Master'S 
degree as pan or a govern· 
ment initiative. I couldn't 
come and see my ramily for 
tWO monrnst says Mr. 
Sood, 75, who was the De
puty Director orCenttal Wa· 
ter Commission at the time. 

'The water level of the Ya
muna had risen to 207.49 
metres thal year. 

More than four decades 

laler, many othen remem· 
ber the nights of Wlcertain
ty, camped Out on their 
roors wilh essential suppUes 
cut off. Urban colonies like 
Adarsh Nagar, Model Town, 
Mukherjee Nagar were all 
under waler. Official re
cords state 18 lives were lost 
and thousands were reno 
dered homel 

"We were scared for our 
lives, Th'e only thing that 
kept the walel'S rrom nood· 
ing our house was a newly 
constructed 'bund' (em
bartkmentl. We camped on 
our roor for days until the 
situation got better,- recalls 
69·year·old Arjun Jol Mal· 
hotra. 

Floods pu h 

ome to the 

highway, bring 

irreparable 

loss to others 

A1i5ha Dulla 
NEW DELHI 

The rising Yamuna level 
has displaced nearly 
40,000 people in the dry, 
espedally in east DeUu. 

While many are living at 
risk having been rorced 10 
set up makeshift tents on 
roads bustling with traffic, 
others have been provided 
adequale accommodadon 
by the Delhi government 
but have suffered irrepara
ble losses. Many more are 
stuck al homes that are al
most submerged. 

At Khel Gaon near Aksh
ardham Temple, the tem
porary homes of almost 60 
families were washed away 
by the incessant rains. 
Meera Kumari, 30, said 
many or them have been 
living on the Delhi·Meerut 
highway inside temporary 
tents since Monday. 

A few kilometres away 
at Mayur Vihar Phase I, the 
government has provided 
sturdier tents to those dis· 
placed from Yamuna Kha· 
dar. One or the residents, 
Hira Lal, a farmer, rued, "1 
paid 130,000 for leasing 3 
bighas of land for farming. 
Now all my crops are gone. 
The land owners can clalm 
their losses, but how will 
Vooe?" 

At Yamuna &1231', where 
a day earlier people \\--ere 
wading Ihrough kne. deep 
water, many homes have 
been almost submerged, 
"We cannot Wl1lk anymore, 
so we are forced to take 
boats to reach the m.,ln 
rood", said Sohan Kwnar 
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